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SUBJECT: SOVIET COMPLAINT ON DULLES AIRPORT CUSTOMS PROCEDURES 

REE: STATE 002700 

1. OFFICIAL TRAVELERS 

A) SOVIET CUSTOMS TREATMENT OF AMERICANS HOLDING DIPLOMATIC 
PASSPORTS HAS BEEN ENTIRELY CORRECT DURING THE PAST YEAR. 

THERE HAVE BEEN NO SEARCHES, DELAYS OR DISCOURTESIES RE 
PORTED. 

B) SICNE MARCH 1974 INCIDENTS INVOLVING DETENTION OE UNAC- 
COMPANIED BAGGAGE BELONGING TO TWO MARINE GUARDS, (REPORTED 
MOSCOW'S 6660 AND 7032), THERE HAVE BEEN NO INCIDENTS IN 
MOSCOW OF HARRASSMENT OF DELAY OF HOLDERS OF OFFICIAL 
PASSPORTS, OR THEIR BAGGAGE, ACCOMPANIED OR UNACCOMPANIED. 
(SEE LENINGRAD 420 OF MAY 16, 1974, FOR REPORT OP CONPIS- 

CATION OF BOOK BELONGING TO HOLDER OF OFFICIAL PASS- 
PORT.) 

2. BUSNINESSMEN AND CORRESPONDENTS 

WHILE AMERICAN BUSINESSMEN RESIDENT IN MOSCOW REPORT NO 
DIFPICULTIES WITH CUSTOMS, NOT EVEN ROUTINE INSPECTION 
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OF BAGGAGE, AMERICAN CORRESPONDENTS HAVE RECENTLY RE- 
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PORTED THE EOLLOWING INCIDENTS: 

A) ON SEPTEMBER 14, 1974, A LENINGRAD CUSTOMS OEEI- 
CIAL CONEISCATED THE BOOK, "THE JOY OF SEX", BELONGING 
TO MRS. JAMES JACKSON, WIEE OE THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE 
CORRESPONDENT RESIDENT IN MOSCOW, AS SHE WAS ENTERING 
THE COUNTRY. 

B) ON DECEMBER 18, 1974, A CUSTOMS OFEICIAL AT SHERE- 
METYEVO AIRPORT INSPECTED THE BAGGAGE OF CHRISTIAN 
SCIENCE MONITOR CORRESPONDENT ELIZABETH POND, OPENED 
HER PERSONAL LETTERS, READ THEM AND THEN RETURNED 
THEM TO HER PRIOR TO HER DEPARTURE EROM THE COUNTRY. 

C) ON JANUARY 4, 1975, NEW YORK TIMES CORRESPONDENT 
JAMES CLARITY HAD HIS BAGS SEARCHED FOR APPROXIMATELY 
90 MINUTES ON HIS ARRIVAL AT SHEREMETYEVO AIRPORT 

NO. 1. CUSTOMS OFFICIALS SEIZED A SHEAF OF NEW YORK 
TIMES ARTICLES ON THE SOVIET UNION AND THE FOLLOWING 
BOOKS: MICHEL TATU'S "POWER IN THE SOVIET UNION", 

SOLZHENITSYN'S "GULAG ARCHIPELAGO", MEDVEDEV'S "LET HISTORY JUDGE", 

A VOLUME OF KRUSHCHEV'S MEMOIRS AND A 
BOOK BY PYOTR YAKIR. 

3. TOURISTS AND PRIVATE VISITORS 

EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED FEW COMPEAINTS IN RECENT MONTHS 
ABOUT SOVIET CUSTOMS PRACTICES FROM TOURISTS AND PRIVATE 
VISITORS. CONSULAR FILES REFEECT FEWER CASES IN 1974 THAN 
IN 1973. SOVIET CUSTOMS HAVE BEEN GENERALLY CORRECT AND 
CORDIAL WITH TOURISTS AND PRIVATE VISITORS, AND COOPERA- 
IN RESOLVING CASES WHICH ARISE. SEPARATE TELGRAM FOLLOWS PROVIDING 
SPECIFICS OF RECENT CUSTOMS CASES WHICH 
HAVE COME TO ATTENTION OF COUSULAR SECTION. 

4. OFFICIAL SHIPMENTS 

EMBASSY DOES NOT BELIEVE IT WOULD BE PRODUCTIVE TO EXPAND 
REPEY TO REVIEW DIFFICULTIES AND DELAYS EMBASSY AND CONGEN 
LENINGRAD EXPERIENCE IN SENDING AND RECEIVING OFFICIAL 
SHIPMENTS. (REF LENINGRAD'S 1249, 1250 AND 18). THESE 
DIFFICULTIES ARE OFTEN NOT DIRECTLY ATTRIBUTABLE TO SOVIET 
CUSTOMS BUT RATHER TO MELANGE OF PROBLEMS WHICH ARISE 
FROM DEALING WITH VAIROUS SOVIET BUREAUCACIES INVOEVED 
SUCH AS THE RAILWAY ADMINISTRATION, AIRPORT AUTHORITIES, 
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UPDK, OR UPIP AND BORDER GUARDS. RAISING THESE ISSUES IN 
CONTEXT OF REPLY TO SOVIET COMPLAINT OF INSPECTION OF 
ACCOMPANIED BAGGAGE MIGHT INVITE RETALIATION IN SOVIET 
UNION BY CUSTOMS AUTHORITES IN AREA WHERE THEY HAVE BEEN 
METICULOUSLY CORRECT, NAMELY, FACILITATING ENTRY 
OF ACCOMPANIED BAGGAGE BY HOLDERS OF DIPLOMATIC PASSPORTS. 

SOTESSEL 
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